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Commitment, Expectation and Values Covenant
April 2008 - draft

What is the <Group Name>
As a LifeGroup “360” of Grace Point Church, the <Group Name> is a small community of believers coming together to live out the natural DNA of Christ-followers: fellowship.  More than a Bible Study, discussion group or social event, the <Group Name> strives to seek Christ and His kingdom collectively, much as the very first believers did so long ago.

From the life of Christ we see the seemingly natural consequence of a transformational encounter with Jesus – that you follow Him and partner with other followers.  The initial apostles and broader disciples all lived and shared together in their mutual pursuit of God’s truth, love, and life.  After Christ ascended back into Heaven, the Bible records that as God did mighty works through individuals resulting in miraculous healings and thousands of exchanged lives, Christ-followers were persistent in <Group Name> together weekly for a time of fellowship, study, prayer and praise.  These times were often called “agape feasts” or “love feasts” as they were a celebration of life in Christ and time of encouraging one another.

As the early Christians (literally “little Christs”) continued expanding the message and mission of Jesus to various places, God spoke through His apostles encouragement to “don’t stop <Group Name> together and encouraging one another, especially as the day approaches.”  In this we see God affirming how important it is to not lose the frequent communion of the saints, particularly as the Kingdom advances and history rushes to its conclusion.  

Furthermore, we see in Scripture that God divinely ordained that His “called out assembly” or “gathered people” would be interdependent.  He, through the Holy Spirit, bestows unique gifts and functions on each of us so that in concert we function as the Body of Christ on earth.  Recognizing such, the <Group Name> will seek to pursue the reality of this Body calling within our assembly and to live it out to fulfill the calling of God upon us.
Distinctives of the <Group Name>
Edifying Communion versus Evangelistic Forum.  Responding to the Biblical call to gather together, the <Group Name> is an assembly of saints.  This means that the central purpose of the <Group Name> is for believers and Christ-followers to meet, encourage one another, worship our God, and collectively pursue His Kingdom.  As a microcosm of the larger Body in San Antonio, we will seek to live out the calling of Christ upon His bride, the Church (literally, the called out assembly or <Group Name>).  While living out the calling of the Church has evangelism at its very core commission, the purpose of the actual <Group Name>s will not be evangelistic, but rather edifying.  The Great Commission of Christ presses upon all of us the genetic “way of the anointed One” which is discipleship, redemption and regenerated life.  It is because of this shared Commission, that the members of the <Group Name> will encourage one another and partner to be faithful in our fulfillment of that life “as we go.”  
Furthermore, as establishing a baseline of intimacy and a tempo/rhythm of community, the <Group Name> will strive to not have a revolving door of visits once we’ve fully engaged on this journey.  Once some critical depth has been reached, we’ll open it up to growth in breadth as the Spirit so chooses, using open houses and intentional onboarding events.  
Intimacy and Transparency.  During Jesus’ earthly ministry, one consistently striking attribute of His interactions was the depth of intimacy in His words.  He spoke to the very hidden places of people’s hearts and called it out into light.  His “way” was one of truth and love – with nothing held back, nothing hidden.  These attributes are part and parcel to the Kingdom life, and God does not allow for a lukewarm or partial intimacy.  Early Church history shows that there was a very deep intimacy within the local house churches.  Given that we are called to “confess to one another” and “bare one another’s burdens,” intimacy and transparency of heart is imperative.  This will be practiced in how we share, pray, confess, lift-up and bare our hearts with one another.  
Privacy/Confidentiality.  Within any community of intimate relationships, a high regard for confidentiality is needed.  While there must be freedom to know that we can all share with one another in the group without fear of condemnation or risk, we must also ensure to protect each other by not allowing moments of intimacy be disclosed/repeated outside of the <Group Name> without approval by the people involved.  There is a wisdom of Proverbs to be employed here, with safeguarding of our speech to avoid injuring each other or being a stumbling block to nonbelievers outside the group. 
Running a Race...Active Pursuit of Christ.  The “way of the Anointed One” has always been characterized by change and movement.  The transforming power of Christ’s blood, mercy and grace is a catalyst for a complete metamorphosis of being.  Romans 12 speaks of renewing our minds as a means of furthering this transformation.  Needless to say, stagnation is contradictory to the very heart of a life in Christ, and as such we will spur one another towards active pursuits of Him in a variety of expressions.  This will take form in general encouragement for individual devotional pursuits, seeking to more fully embrace the disciplines of spiritual living, outreach projects to help the “poor, vulnerable and widows” in our community, evangelistic forums for inviting unsaved people to engage in dialogue about Jesus, Scripture memorization and other such expressions.  
Expectations on Members of the <Group Name>
In order to effectively experience the potential of a <Group Name> of the saints, everyone will have some general expectations to consider:
· Attendance Frequency – while we all have life factors that will keep us from showing up 100% of the time (travel, health, etc), this is a community intent upon maintaining considerable momentum and intimacy.  It is for that reason that the <Group Name> will meet weekly, and expect all members to strive for consistent attendance on a weekly basis.  Infrequent or periodic attendance will only serve to disrupt the intimacy of the group and will preclude such persons from fully experiencing the essence of the <Group Name>.

· Share Freely – the <Group Name> must have an open spirit of freedom to share, which partly requires each person to participate and share.  Time will be spent initially to help level the relational table with intimacy to help make sharing a safer activity, but withholding or not sharing will fracture the spirit of freedom we will be striving to maintain.
· Participation – there will be a number of activities planned out collectively and in conjunction with other similar LifeGroups.  Beyond just meeting together for mutual encouragement and edification, living out the calling of the Body of Christ through service and ministry will be an essential trademark of the <Group Name>.  Furthermore, we will seek to identify individual giftedness (spiritually) and look to employ those within the group and within various ministry initiatives.  
· Ownership & Service – a LifeGroup is not just a Sunday School in a living room, it’s truly a community seeking to live out the life of Christ together.  Everyone who joins is then a partial owner in the responsibility for what they get out of and give into the group.  While there are leaders held accountable to Grace Point for our group, teaching, coordinating, sharing, ministering, initiating and the like will all be shared according to gifting, heart and the leading of God.  

Logistical Stuff About the <Group Name>
The <Group Name> will meet weekly on Thursday evenings from 6:30-8:45pm.  Beverages will be provided and anyone is welcome to bring treats they may want to share, but with the exception of special occasions we won’t be doing a full meal.    

The primary location will be the <Name> at <Address>, with location changing when needed due to travel or special occasions or as folks want to open their own homes.  

Childcare arrangements will need to be discussed and agreed to by the group.  We want to ensure that all adults are able to have at least some time to engage in intimate community free of distraction, so whether that involves a group babysitter, rotating “kid duty,” or other creative solutions we’ll be seeking to find a plan that works well for everyone.  
Group Goals & Values
*Draft – will be finalized once launched and agreed to by everyone

1. True Community – not just friendly faces, but relationships that get to the root of both who we are and who we’re not
2. Growth – the real goal is Christ, so at the end of the day the question will remain: are we growing closer to Him, more like Him, is our capacity to experience and share His love increasing?
3. Grace in the Pursuit – when inviting honest input, we must all live out grace as we share deep  thoughts, feelings, fears, questions, concerns and anything else during discussions…let us encourage one another towards Christ!
4. Confession & Accountability – let’s be real enough to share, and love enough to hold each other up[image: image2.png]
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